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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 173088 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:GWSCOTT:LA 
APPROVED BY AF:RMMOOSE 
EUR/CE:EBARKLEY 
EURAVE:BMCKINLEY 
S/S-O: SGOLDMITH 

058764 241740Z/42 

R 241735Z JUL 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 

SECRET STATE 173088 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, SO, MASS, US, GW, IT 

SUBJECT: NOTIFICATION OF US DECISION RE ARMS FOR SOMALIA 

1 . EMBASSY SHOULD INFORM HOST GOVERNMENT THAT IN RESPONSE 
TO SOMALI REQUEST FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE, US HAS DECIDED 
IN PRINCIPLE TO PROVIDE ARMS TO HELP MEET SOMALIA'S 
DEFENSIVE REQUIREMENTS. EMBASSY SHOULD SAY THAT WE ARE 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 173088 

DOING SO IN HOPE OF ENCOURAGING GSDR TO DISTANCE ITSELF 
GENERALLY FROM SOVIETS AND ADOPT MORE TRULY NON-ALIGNED 
ORIENTATION. WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN EXTENSIVE SOMALI SHOPPING 
LIST WHICH APPEARS SUFFICIENT TO EQUIP LARGE NUMBERS OF 
COMBAT TROOPS. (REQUEST INCLUDED SUCH ITEMS AS 70,785 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLES, 1,287 HEAVY MACHINE GUNS, AND 858 
160 MM RECOILLESS RIFLES AS WELL AS AMMUNITION, SIGNAL 
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EQUIPMENT, FUEL, VEHICLES AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES). WE HAVE 
YET TO DECIDE ON ITEMS, AMOUNTS, DELIVERY DATES, OR TERMS, 
BUT WISH TO LIMIT ARMS SUPPLIED TO ITEMS DESIGNED TO FILL 
GAPS IN SOMALIA’S DEFENSIVE REQUIREMENTS AND WILL NOT 
NECESSARILY BE GUIDED BY ITEMS ON INITIAL SOMALI LIST SINCE 
WE WOULD NOT WISH TO CONTRIBUTE ARMS OF A SORT WHICH 
MIGHT STIMULATE SOMALI EXPANSIONIST TENDENCIES. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD ADD THAT USG BELIEVES POLICY WHICH 
SUCCEEDS IN ASSISTING SOMALI DIPLOMATIC REORIENTATION 
REQUIRES COORDINATION AMONG THOSE WHO ARE OR MAY 
RESPOND TO GSDR APPEALS FOR ARMS. WE HOPE ALL PARTIES WHO 
AGREE TO SUPPLY GSDR WILL MAKE IT CLEAR THAT ACCESS TO 
WESTERN ARMS ULTIMATELY INCOMPATIBLE WITH SOVIET USE OF 
SOMALI MILITARY FACILITIES AT BERBERA AND ELSEWHERE. IF 
HOST GOVERNMENT SHARES OUR VIEW OF VALUE OF COORDINATION, 
WE WILL ENDEAVOR TO KEEP HOST GOVERNMENT INFORMED OF OUR 
PLANS FOR ECONOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND ASK THAT 
HOST GOVERNMENT DO THE SAME. 

3. EMBASSY MAY ADD THAT US ECONOMIC SURVEY TEAM VISITED 
GSDR IN LATE MAY-EARLY JUNE. WE EXPECT TO SEND FOLLOW 
UP DESIGN TEAM TO MOGADISCIO SHORTLY TO PUT TOGETHER 
PROJECT IN AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. WE ALSO ARE LOOKING 
INTO POSSIBILITY OF A PL-480 PROGRAM FOR SOMALIA. VANCE 

SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 173088 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:EUR/SOV:SMCCALL 
APPROVED BY :EUR/SOV :MGARRISON 
EUR - AHUGHES 
S/S-SGOLDSMITH 

091653 270639Z/23 

R 270504Z JUL 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

SECRETSTATE 173088 

EXDIS 
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FOLLOWING SECSTATE 173088 SENT ACTION BONN ROME INFO 
MOGADISCIO ADDIS ABABA PARIS LONDON JIDDA KHARTOUM SANA NAIROBI 
24 JULY 77 REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 

SECRET STATE 173088 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, SO, MASS, US, GW, IT 

SUBJECT: NOTIFICATION OF US DECISION RE ARMS FOR SOMALIA 

1 . EMBASSY SHOULD INFORM HOST GOVERNMENT THAT IN RESPONSE 
TO SOMALI REQUEST FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE, US HAS DECIDED 
IN PRINCIPLE TO PROVIDE ARMS TO HELP MEET SOMALIA'S 
DEFENSIVE REQUIREMENTS. EMBASSY SHOULD SAY THAT WE ARE 
DOING SO IN HOPE OF ENCOURAGING GSDR TO DISTANCE ITSELF 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 173088 

GENERALLY FROM SOVIETS AND ADOPT MORE TRULY NON-ALIGNED 
ORIENTATION. WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN EXTENSIVE SOMALI SHOPPING 
LIST WHICH APPEARS SUFFICIENT TO EQUIP LARGE NUMBERS OF 
COMBAT TROOPS. (REQUEST INCLUDED SUCH ITEMS AS 70,785 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLES, 1,287 HEAVY MACHINE GUNS, AND 858 
160 MM RECOILLESS RIFLES AS WELL AS AMMUNITION, SIGNAL 
EQUIPMENT, FUEL, VEHICLES AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES). WE HAVE 
YET TO DECIDE ON ITEMS, AMOUNTS, DELIVERY DATES, OR TERMS, 

BUT WISH TO LIMIT ARMS SUPPLIED TO ITEMS DESIGNED TO FILL 
GAPS IN SOMALIA’S DEFENSIVE REQUIREMENTS AND WILL NOT 
NECESSARILY BE GUIDED BY ITEMS ON INITIAL SOMALI LIST SINCE 
WE WOULD NOT WISH TO CONTRIBUTE ARMS OF A SORT WHICH 
MIGHT STIMULATE SOMALI EXPANSIONIST TENDENCIES. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD ADD THAT USG BELIEVES POLICY WHICH 
SUCCEEDS IN ASSISTING SOMALI DIPLOMATIC REORIENTATION 
REQUIRES COORDINATION AMONG THOSE WHO ARE OR MAY 
RESPOND TO GSDR APPEALS FOR ARMS. WE HOPE ALL PARTIES WHO 
AGREE TO SUPPLY GSDR WILL MAKE IT CLEAR THAT ACCESS TO 
WESTERN ARMS ULTIMATELY INCOMPATIBLE WITH SOVIET USE OF 
SOMALI MILITARY FACILITIES AT BERBERA AND ELSEWHERE. IF 
HOST GOVERNMENT SHARES OUR VIEW OF VALUE OF COORDINATION, 

WE WILL ENDEAVOR TO KEEP HOST GOVERNMENT INFORMED OF OUR 
PLANS FOR ECONOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND ASK THAT 
HOST GOVERNMENT DO THE SAME. 

3. EMBASSY MAY ADD THAT US ECONOMIC SURVEY TEAM VISITED 
GSDR IN LATE MAY-EARLY JUNE. WE EXPECT TO SEND FOLLOW 
UP DESIGN TEAM TO MOGADISCIO SHORTLY TO PUT TOGETHER 
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PROJECT IN AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. WE ALSO ARE LOOKING 
INTO POSSIBILITY OF A PL-480 PROGRAM FOR SOMALIA. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 

SECRET 
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